Hey Stephen — you’re close. Here’s a smoother, low-friction flow that keeps the partner context, fixes timezones, and avoids users wandering off to other employees.
The flow (works with or without login)
1. Single entry URL that always carries the partner
· Use a partner-friendly route like
/coaching/coach-area/{partnerSlug}
Example: /coaching/coach-area/thedrumcoach
· Controller reads your JSON map (partner -> employee id/slug), e.g. { "thedrumcoach": "booking-coach-9" }
· Immediately store in session (user state): partnerSlug, employeeId.
2. Auto-detect timezone, let the user confirm once
· On the entry page, run a tiny JS snippet to read the browser’s IANA zone, put it in a hidden field, and POST it (or append as ?tz=), then store in session:
· session['tzGuess'] = "Europe/London" (example)
· Show a one-click confirm “Use Europe/London?” with a dropdown override if they want to change. If logged in, also save to their Joomla profile timezone; if not logged in, keep it in session.
3. If not logged in, redirect to Joomla login and bounce back
· If login is required only at checkout, you can skip this.
· If you want login earlier, send them to com_users login with a return back to the safe employee URL. The return parameter preserves SEF and can include your chosen menu item or full URL.
· After login, the user returns to the same employee because you’ve got employeeId and partnerSlug in session.
4. Force the employee in Meetings Booking
· When rendering the timeslot view, read employeeId from session and force the employee filter. Hide the employee picker entirely. If someone lands without session context, redirect back to /coaching/coach-area/{partnerSlug} (or show a “choose your coach” page).
· Net effect: users can’t browse other employees when they came via a partner link.
5. Timezone application
· Preferred: make the component read timezone from:
· user profile timezone if logged in, else
· session['tzFinal'] (what they confirmed).
· If the component can’t be changed, pre-convert the displayed slots on the front end using the session timezone and format the labels accordingly. Still pass the original UTC/server time to the server for booking consistency.
6. Optional incentive without breaking the chain
· After login (or after confirm timezone), show a one-screen “free lesson / quick onboarding” page with a Next button. The button goes straight to the forced-employee timeslot view. The partner and tz stay in session, so the chain never breaks.
What to build (concrete checklist)
A) Routing + session
· Route: /coaching/coach-area/{partnerSlug}
Controller steps:
· Look up {partnerSlug -> employeeId} in your JSON.
· $app->setUserState('tdc.partner', $partnerSlug);
· $app->setUserState('tdc.employeeId', $employeeId);
· Render the interstitial “check your timezone” page.
B) Timezone capture
· Frontend JS gets IANA zone: Intl.DateTimeFormat().resolvedOptions().timeZone
· POST/GET to controller, set:
· $app->setUserState('tdc.tzGuess', $iana);
· Show a dropdown (Joomla timezone field) prefilled with the guess. On submit:
· $app->setUserState('tdc.tzFinal', $ianaChosen);
· If logged in, update user profile timezone to $ianaChosen.
C) Login round-trip (only if you want earlier login)
· If user not logged in and you choose to enforce login pre-timeslot:
· Redirect to index.php?option=com_users&view=login&return={base64(SEF-employee-url)}
· After login, user lands on the forced employee timeslot view.
D) Lock to employee
· In the Meetings Booking controller/view (or a system plugin on onAfterRoute for that component):
· Read $employeeId = $app->getUserState('tdc.employeeId');
· If exists, override any request parameter for employee to $employeeId.
· Hide/disable any UI that switches employees.
· If missing, redirect back to /coaching/coach-area/{partnerSlug}.
E) Timezone usage in rendering
· Server-side best: when formatting slot times, use Joomla’s user/profile timezone or the session fallback:
· Use Joomla’s date helpers with the “use user timezone” flag, or set the DateTimeZone from session before formatting.
· If you can’t change backend formatting, front-end convert and render the labels using the IANA zone from session. Keep the underlying slot identifiers intact so the server books the correct UTC time.
F) Incentive page (optional)
· One page, one CTA “Get your free lesson” -> immediate download (or gated by login) and a “Continue to booking” button that goes straight to the forced employee timeslot page. This preserves momentum without a popup that scares people away.
Why this is smoother
· Zero dead ends: partner and employee are held in session the whole way.
· No manual per-partner redirect plugin: your controller + JSON map replaces that maintenance overhead.
· Timezone is set once: auto-detected and confirmed, not hunted for in FAQ.
· Popup optionality preserved: you can enforce login later (checkout) while still showing local times early from session tz.
Practical notes for Joomla
· Return after login: com_users supports a base64-encoded return to bounce users back to your exact URL or a menu item.
· User state: setUserState/getUserState is the right place to persist partner, employeeId, tzFinal while the user moves through pages.
· Timezone dropdown: Joomla has a built-in timezone form field you can drop into your interstitial form.
If you want, I can draft the minimal controller code and the tiny JS snip you need.

Confidence: High for the overall approach and Joomla mechanisms; medium for Meetings Booking internals since it’s a 3rd-party component and may require a small override or plugin.
Sources:
· Joomla login redirect with return: GitHub+1
· Joomla login redirect (module option): docs.joomla.org
· Joomla user state (session) patterns: docs.joomla.org+2Joomla! API+2
· SEF/routing best practice: Joomla Stack Exchange+2manual.joomla.org+2
· Timezone detection on the client: Can I Use+3MDN Web Docs+3MDN Web Docs+3
· Joomla timezone form field: manual.joomla.org+1
· Server-side date formatting with user timezone (pattern): Stack Overflow
You said:
Basically and simply, what does that all do?
ChatGPT said:
Good question, Stephen — here’s the simple version in plain English:

The goal
Make sure that when someone clicks a partner’s “Book a Meeting” button, they:
1. Always go to that specific partner’s booking page (not anyone else’s).
2. See the meeting times in their own timezone, even if they’re not logged in.
3. Can log in or register without losing the link to the partner or their timezone.

How it works step-by-step
1. The special booking link
· Each partner has a unique link like
thedrumcoach.online/coaching/coach-area/thedrumcoach
· That link automatically looks up which booking page it should go to (like booking-coach-9) and remembers it in the session.
2. Detects the visitor’s timezone automatically
· When they land, a tiny script checks their computer’s timezone.
· It saves that timezone in the background so times can be shown correctly.
· They can confirm or change it if they want.
3. Keeps that partner info and timezone saved
· Even if the user logs in or registers, the system remembers which partner they came from and what timezone they use.
· So when they come back after login, it takes them right back to the correct booking page for that partner.
4. Stops them from switching to other coaches
· The system “locks” them to the partner they started with.
· They can’t accidentally browse all employees anymore.
5. Optional extra step (incentive)
· You can show a quick “Free Lesson” or “Onboarding” page before the booking.
· After they finish that, they click “Continue” and go straight to the partner’s booking times.

What it solves
· The New York time problem (shows user’s real local time).
· The wrong coach problem (locks to the right partner).
· The lost login problem (keeps the partner and timezone info when logging in).
· The redirect plugin problem (no more manual redirects — handled automatically).

Would you like me to show you the short version of the code that makes this work (the bit that reads the partner name and sets the timezone automatically)?
You said:
would it be one plugin?
ChatGPT said:
Yes — exactly, Stephen.
You can make it one Joomla system plugin that handles the entire flow.
Here’s what that one plugin would do:

🧩 Plugin Type
System Plugin (runs on every page)
Name it something like:
plg_system_partnerbooking

✅ What it handles
1. Reads the partner link
· When someone visits /coaching/coach-area/partnername
· It looks up the partner in your JSON file:
· { "thedrumcoach": "booking-coach-9", "drummery": "stephen-hawkins-1" }
· Then it stores these in Joomla’s session:
· partner = thedrumcoach
· employeeId = booking-coach-9
2. Detects or sets timezone
· Checks if the session already has a timezone.
· If not, runs a small script to grab the browser timezone (using JavaScript) and saves it to the session.
· Optionally adds a small dropdown on first visit for confirmation.
3. Locks the visitor to the correct employee
· When the user reaches the Meetings Booking component, the plugin forces it to show only that employee’s page.
· Removes any dropdown or other employee listings.
· If no partner info exists, redirects back to /coaching/coach-area/.
4. Handles login redirect
· If the user logs in, it remembers the partner and timezone in session.
· After login, it redirects them back to the correct employee’s booking page.
5. Optional incentive page
· The plugin can show one intermediate page (“Free Lesson” or “Before You Book”) before showing the booking form.

🧠 So, in short:
One plugin = one clean system that:
· Detects who sent the visitor (partner)
· Detects user timezone
· Locks the booking page to that partner
· Keeps everything in place through login or registration

Would you like me to write the basic plugin file structure and PHP logic for that single plugin next? (I can show just the working skeleton that you can install in Joomla.)
You said:
Yes, bearing in mind that the redirect json file is in: thedrumcoach.online/coaching/_private/usermap.json
ChatGPT said:
Thought for 8s
plugins/system/partnerbooking/partnerbooking.php
<?php
/**
 * @package     Joomla.Plugin
 * @subpackage  System.partnerbooking
 */

defined('_JEXEC') or die;

use Joomla\CMS\Factory;
use Joomla\CMS\Plugin\CMSPlugin;
use Joomla\CMS\Uri\Uri;
use Joomla\CMS\Session\Session;
use Joomla\CMS\Application\CMSApplication;

class PlgSystemPartnerbooking extends CMSPlugin
{
    protected $app;

    public function onAfterInitialise()
    {
        // Frontend only
        if ($this->app->isClient('administrator')) {
            return;
        }

        $input   = $this->app->input;
        $session = $this->app->getSession();

        // Capture timezone if provided
        $tz = $input->getString('tdc_tz', '');
        if ($tz) {
            $session->set('tdc.tz', $tz);
        }

        // Detect and store incoming partner slug from friendly route
        $this->capturePartnerContext();
    }

    public function onAfterRoute()
    {
        if ($this->app->isClient('administrator')) {
            return;
        }

        $input   = $this->app->input;
        $session = $this->app->getSession();

        // Enforce employee/coach context inside Meetings Booking
        $option = $input->getCmd('option');
        if ($option) {
            $this->enforceEmployeeContext();
        }

        // Ensure timezone is captured once per session (simple inline JS injection via message queue)
        if (!$session->get('tdc.tz') && !$this->app->input->getString('tdc_tz', '')) {
            $this->injectTimezoneCapture();
        }
    }

    private function capturePartnerContext(): void
    {
        $session   = $this->app->getSession();
        $requestUri = Uri::getInstance()->toString(['path', 'query']);
        $baseRoute  = trim($this->params->get('base_route', 'coaching/coach-area'), '/');

        // Match /coaching/coach-area/{partnerSlug}
        $pattern = '#/' . preg_quote($baseRoute, '#') . '/([^/]+)/?#i';

        if (preg_match($pattern, $requestUri, $m)) {
            $partnerSlug = strtolower($m[1]);

            // Load mapping
            $map = $this->loadUserMap();
            if (!$map) {
                return;
            }

            // Find mapped employee slug/id
            if (isset($map[$partnerSlug]) && is_string($map[$partnerSlug]) && $map[$partnerSlug] !== '') {
                $employeeSlug = $map[$partnerSlug];

                // Store in session
                $session->set('tdc.partner', $partnerSlug);
                $session->set('tdc.employee', $employeeSlug);

                // Optional: normalize URL to mapped employee path if the URL still shows the partner slug
                // Only redirect if the current path is *not* already the mapped employee slug
                $currentPath = trim(Uri::getInstance()->getPath(), '/');
                $expectedPath = $baseRoute . '/' . $employeeSlug;

                if (stripos($currentPath, $expectedPath) === false) {
                    $uri = Uri::getInstance();
                    $uri->setPath('/' . $expectedPath);
                    // Preserve query string minus tdc_tz to avoid loop
                    $query = $uri->getQuery(true);
                    unset($query['tdc_tz']);
                    $uri->setQuery($query);
                    $this->app->redirect((string) $uri);
                }
            }
        }
    }

    private function enforceEmployeeContext(): void
    {
        $input   = $this->app->input;
        $session = $this->app->getSession();

        $employee = $session->get('tdc.employee');

        if (!$employee) {
            return;
        }

        // Force any employee-related request variables commonly used by booking components
        // Adjust keys as needed to match your Meetings Booking component
        foreach (['employee', 'employee_id', 'coach', 'coach_id', 'staff', 'staff_id', 'eid'] as $key) {
            $input->set($key, $employee);
        }
    }

    private function injectTimezoneCapture(): void
    {
        // Do not inject on AJAX or non-HTML
        if ($this->app->input->getCmd('format') && $this->app->input->getCmd('format') !== 'html') {
            return;
        }

        $doc = $this->app->getDocument();
        if (method_exists($doc, 'addScriptDeclaration')) {
            $current = Uri::getInstance();
            $hasQuery = (string) $current->getQuery() !== '';

            $js = <<<JS
(function(){
  try {
    if (window.__tdc_tz_set) return;
    var tz = Intl.DateTimeFormat().resolvedOptions().timeZone || '';
    if (!tz) return;
    var u = new URL(window.location.href);
    if (u.searchParams.get('tdc_tz')) return;
    u.searchParams.set('tdc_tz', tz);
    // Replace without adding to history if possible
    window.location.replace(u.toString());
    window.__tdc_tz_set = true;
  } catch(e) {}
})();
JS;
            $doc->addScriptDeclaration($js);
        }
    }

    private function loadUserMap(): array
    {
        // Default path: JPATH_ROOT . '/coaching/_private/usermap.json'
        $customPath = trim($this->params->get('json_path', 'coaching/_private/usermap.json'));
        $path = \JPATH_ROOT . '/' . ltrim($customPath, '/');

        if (!is_file($path)) {
            return [];
        }

        $raw = @file_get_contents($path);
        if ($raw === false) {
            return [];
        }

        $data = json_decode($raw, true);
        return is_array($data) ? array_change_key_case($data, CASE_LOWER) : [];
    }
}

plugins/system/partnerbooking/partnerbooking.xml
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8"?>
<extension type="plugin" group="system" method="upgrade" version="4.0">
    <name>plg_system_partnerbooking</name>
    <author>The Drum Coach</author>
    <version>1.0.0</version>
    <description>Partner-aware booking and timezone capture.</description>
    <files>
        <filename plugin="partnerbooking">partnerbooking.php</filename>
    </files>
    <config>
        <fields name="params">
            <fieldset name="basic" label="Basic">
                <field
                    name="json_path"
                    type="text"
                    default="coaching/_private/usermap.json"
                    label="User map JSON path"
                    description="Relative to site root. Example: coaching/_private/usermap.json" />
                <field
                    name="base_route"
                    type="text"
                    default="coaching/coach-area"
                    label="Base entry route"
                    description="Base SEF route before partner/employee slug." />
            </fieldset>
        </fields>
    </config>
</extension>

coaching/_private/usermap.json
{
  "thedrumcoach": "booking-coach-9",
  "drummery": "stephen-hawkins-1"
}

